42         The Referendum in Switzerland

Proudhon " the necessity of a social interpretation of
natural right!' But where could one find in Ms
mutilated system, without its drafting committee,
any " social interpretation of right" stated, as he
demands, in the text of a clear and simple law which
will not admit of several interpretations? Bitting-
hausen has condemned his own work. He has him-
self proved that his invention belongs to the domain
of dreams and Utopias.

It is therefore very gratifying to see M. Lorand
bringing up the subject again to-day, and trying to
put it in the place of honour. What a curious turn
of fortune's wheel.1

A referendum much like that of the Grisons formed
part of the constitution of Upper Valais. This canton
was allied to the Confederation, and was divided
into seven districts called Dixains. The Upper
Valais was governed by a "Great Council," in
which sat the Bishop of Sion, the president of the
canton, and twenty-eight deputies nominated by the
councils of the Dixains.2 All affairs of importance
which occupied the attention of the Council were

1 [Direct legislation has also its advocates in France to-day. It
is advocated in the Petite rtpublique franpaise of the 2nd of Feb-
ruary 1895, and in an article in the AlmanacJi de la question socicde
of 1895. There is in Paris a league, founded in May 1895, called
the "Socialist and revolutionary league for republican, socialistic,
and direct revision by the people, deliberating and voting in its
assemblies." On the nth November 1895 a memorial on the
subject was presented to the Chamber of Deputies in Paris,
signed by the leaders of the socialistic party. See Signorel, Lc
Referendum Ugislatif, pp. 147-53.]

[This meeting is first mentioned in 1339 under the name of
concilium generate.   Later it was called the Landrath, and took